IDSC Meets with CERESIS

IRIS’s International Development Seismology Committee (IDSC) met
jointly with national representatives to Centro Regional de Sismologia
para America del Sur (CERESIS) in Lima, Peru, during October. This
was the second meeting of the IDSC, which the Board of Directors
charged last year to “develop partnerships and collaborations that build
infrastructure and human capacity in low- and middle-income countries
for seismological and related research, education and training, hazard
mitigation, and resource exploration.”

The joint meeting with CERESIS was an opportunity to learn more
about recent developments in South America, which extend across
virtually the entire continent. Opportunities for U.S.-based seismologists
to collaborate are growing thanks partly to new broadband networks

planned in Chile and Ecuador; a new pool of portable instruments in
Brazil; and network modernization initiatives in Argentina, Bolivia,
Colombia, Peru, and the Caribbean Sea region.

The joint meeting also helped to spread the word widely about IRIS’s
intention to partner with organizations in developing countries in order
to implement mutually beneficial projects that might be funded by
U.S. AID or international development banks. Project concepts that
were discussed at the meeting include post-doctoral projects focusing on

research that could benefit the host agencies in South America, and short
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